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Illicit drug use in Europe 

ÁCannabis: most commonly used 

ÁCocaine: most common stimulant  

ÁMDMA: most common synthetic 

stimulant  

ÁHeroin and other opioids: use 

relatively rare but associated with 

most harms 

ÁNPS: little prevalence data 
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Cannabis: divergent national trends 
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Recent surveys ð 8/13 countries 

report increase 

 

Almost 1 % of adults daily users 



Problematic cannabis use: increase in new 

treatment entrants 
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Problem stimulant use: increase treatment 

demand for amphetamines 

Árarely 

reported 

 

Á1 % of first-

time entrants 

in 2014 
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MDMA Cocaine Amphetamines 



Overall injecting drug use in decline 
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..but small rise in  

injecting among new  

amphetamines clients 



Opioid substitution treatment ð 

good evidence 

 

ÁNaloxone 

Átake-home programmes in  

8 countries 

 

ÁDrug consumption rooms in  

6 countries  

 

 

Preventing overdoses and other drug-related 

deaths  

7 



34 public health alerts since 2014 

 

7 new substances risk-assessed 

in 2014 

 

In 2015, alpha-PVP, cathinone, 

risk assessed: 

Á191 acute intoxications 

Á115 deaths 

 

New synthetic opioids a concern 

NPS and harms: risk assessments 
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Herbal cannabis seizures increase 
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X 4 

Potency  

increases 


