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European Drug Report 2019: highlights

� Cocaine: record seizures and purity, growing health problems

� Synthetic opioids: acute poisonings and deaths a concern

� Heroin: increased quantity and precursors seized

� Cannabis: increased potency, main drug in new treatment entrants 

� Overdose deaths: 9461 deaths, mainly linked to opioids, increasing 
trend continued

� Hepatitis C: antibody prevalence >50% in more than half of countries, 
need to scale up prevention, diagnosis and treatment

� Key public health interventions : opioid substitution treatment and 
needle and syringe distribution programmes – coverage remains 
below recommended levels in several countries
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Cocaine: more evidence of harms 
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33 000 new treatment clients —
increase since 2014

11 000 clients entered 
treatment for crack cocaine use 
in 2017 



Fatal overdoses: opioids present in the  
majority of deaths
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From 2012 –17 overdose deaths 
increased in older groups 

9 461 deaths in 2017 
(EU, Turkey and Norway)



Key interventions: Opioid substitution 
treatment and Naloxone provision

Coverage of opioid substitution treatment — 2017 or most recent 
year available, and compared to 2007/8



Hepatitis C antibody prevalence in people 
who inject drugs, 2016 -17
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Coverage of specialised syringe programmes: 
syringes provided per person who injects drugs 
per year
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� 730 substances are monitored 
by the Early Warning System, 
390 of these were detected in 
2017

� 55 new substances were 
detected  (2018)

� NPS seizures: cannabinoids 
and cathinones dominate, but 
opioids and benzodiazepines 
increase

� Synthetic opioids now playing a 
bigger role

New Psychoactive Substances (NPS): diversity of 
substances in a complex market
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� 49 new synthetic opioids 
monitored by the EWS, fentanyl 
derivatives are now the majority 

� 6 fentanyl derivatives were 
detected in Europe for the first 
time in 2018

� Two fentanyl derivatives linked 
with nearly 100 deaths were 
risk assessed in 2018

� Synthetic opioids targeted at 
people with problematic drug 
use patterns

� Overdose cases include people 
who thought they were buying 
heroin

NPS: new synthetic opioids, a growing concern
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Synthetic drug production: Europe’s growing role
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� MDMA and amphetamines produced: 
increased seizures of alternative 
precursors

� Hazardous waste: complex production 
generates more dangerous by-products 

� Laboratories: 21 MDMA laboratories 
dismantled, methamphetamine 
production linked to use in new 
countries

� Increased purity: MDMA tablet content 
at 10-year high, amphetamine and 
methamphetamine purity higher than a 
decade ago 

Photo: © Pharmaceutical Control Laboratory, Office of the Cantonal Pharmacist, Bern, Switzerland
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Summary European Drug Report

� Synthetic drugs and production within Europe have grown in importance

� Changes in the type of substances are being observed – e.g. synthetic 
opioids pose new health threats

� Overdose deaths, mainly linked to opioids, remain a key public health 
problem and are still increasing. 

� Opioid substitution treatment and naloxone provision are the main 
interventions - high coverage and low threshold /outreach services are 
crucial

� The hepatitis C virus is highly prevalent among people who inject drugs 
– new medications have enhanced our ability to combat the virus

� Barriers to testing and treatment and low syringe programme coverage 
remain key issues
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#EDR2019 
#HealthierEurope #MoreSecureEurope
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Thank you for your attention!

emcdda.europa.eu/edr2019


